February 3, 1991

You ﬁave asked us for a direction. We haveé now prepared something for
you fo consider. These words are not meant to injure anyone or to cause
bad feelings amongst us. But it is necessary to say these word, so we can
begin to build a road to a unified nation and a better understanding
amongst all our people. We do not see a marriage of Confederacy Council
and Band Council as the mechanism to create a better future for our
people. Nor is that the foundéﬁonwwhich our treaties are built. Before
we can embark on a journey with one mind we must also set a few
guidelines for ourselves that must be ratified by all of our communities in the
days ahead. Along with our guiding principles that we issued yesterday, we

now outline the areas where the Confederacy Chiefs must have exclusive

jurisdiction in all our communities.

They are:

1.  The Great Law and its laws -.—_

Our land

Our treaties —

Infernational Relationships in regard to war and peace, commerce

N

and taxation
Membership
. Installation of Chiefs —
Maintenance of all of our ceremonies —

© N o O

Justice and Law.
' .12
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It is difficult to work together with elected council committees regarding
these issues because the way in which we must conduct our business is
different than elected band councils. These touncils must work within the
context of the Canadian government and its laws. We the chiefs, must work
on a nation to nation basis, not as a son to a father. Our committees may
take another form as our internal mechanisms are different than Indian Act
councils. 1f you can come to agree that we the chiefs will have exclusive
jurisdiction in these areas than we can come to the beginning of building a
better road for our people. Let us remind you we are the family of one great
long house and we are all related, one people. Although our paths have
taken different directions in the past, we the chiefs of the confederacy have
contempt for no one. Nor do we want to exclude any groups or individuals
as long as they agree to live by the principles of the Great Law and to follow
the path as laid out for us by the Peacemaker. We have before us the
opportunity to once again become a strong and unified nation. We must not

fail as this opportunity for us to unite may never come again.



8 Points of Jurisdiction

This is a Draft only, your comments and additions are welcome

1. Great Law

Given to our people by The Peacemaker who was sent by Our Creator.
The Great Law established the Confederacy Council as our way to address
and resolve any issues that affect our peaple

Meant to promote Peace, Respect and Unity to all Nations

Provides methods and procedures for our various Nations and Terrifories
1o function with *One Mind*. Our Law provides that we all act as One Body,
One Head, One Mind and One Heart

Under The Great Law, The Confederacy Council can provide
shelter/protection to all people who agree to follow the rules established

Defines roles and responsibilities of Chiefs, Clanmothers, Faithkeepers,
and People

Provides checks and balances 1o prevent abuses of power

2. Lands

Under The Great Law, The Confederacy Council has the responsibility to
protect the land and envirenment for our future generations. Any dealings
involving land must be governed by the following principles

According o our rules, all Onkwehon:we Nations have equal rights to share
Mather Earth's bounty. Also have equal responsibility to protect and
preserve the earth and what She holds )

Land is not meant to be individual property. It is for us all to take care of
and must be respected by all

Land has always been for our collective use and benefit. Our land is not
limited to ‘reserves”.

3. Treaties

The Confederacy Council and the parties involved are the sole inheritors
of the historical Treaties made by our Ancestors. All Treaties are based

| from Our Laws (i.e. The concept of Peace, Friendship and Good Minds)

Protection of our Nationhood

Protection of Land and Land Rights

Unlawful for any individual Nation to engage in a Treaty with other
Nations in the world. Our Low provides that we act with One Body, One
Head, One Mind, and One Heart. All of our Nations are One Family, bound
together in Peace.

Ability to act as a Free and Independent Nation

4 International
Relationships

As a Sovereign Government, The Confederacy Council has sole jurisdiction
over International Relationships and is guided by the following principles

Promoting Peace and Friendship

Protecting who we are as Nations

Ability to decide for ourseives, as Nations what we feel is best for our
people, guided by The Great Law

Maintaining and Renewing Treaty relations with other Nations. Also the
ability to establish new Treaty relations with other Nations in the world.

Ensuring our voices are heard internationally on matters affecting our
people, our environment,




8 Points of Jurisdiction

5. Membership

The Confederacy Chiefs are positioned standing in a circle with their arms
locked together. The people (membership) are protected inside that
circle. Any person wishing to leave or enter the circle must pass through
under their locked arms (must go through Confederacy Council)

Instructed by Our Creator to determine what Nation and Clan we are by

following our mother

Membership is determined and protected by the Council of Chiefs and
supported by the people. (Families have the responsibility to educate their

children properly)

6. Installation
of Chiefs

The Condolence Ceremony was established at the formation of The Greaf
League of Peace as the method of replacing Chiefs that are lost through
death

Clanmothers have the responsibility to select her candidate who meets the
criteria of being a Chief )

The whole Confederacy must be involved because a Chief is working for all
of our people

The Chiefs and Clanmothers of each Nation have jurisdiction of the Chief
Titles in their Nation, especially in situations where families can no longer
look after the Chief title they have

A Chief's term of office is for life, and can only be terminated by death or
dehorning

7. Ceremonies

Responsibility of the Chiefs, Clanmothers, Faithkeepers and people to
uphold and conduct the ceremonies throughout the year

Chiefs and Clanmothers work together to keep the people in their Clan /
Family strong in our ways

Clanmothers and Women Faithkeepers are responsible to provide names
for the newborn babies in their clan

Narmes are given at the Ceremonies at Midwinters and at the Big Harvest
Ceremonies

B. Justice/Law

The responsibility of keeping the people at peace lies in the hands of our
Chiefs, as set down in Qur Great Law Of Peace (The Chiefs are to speak to
the people about Peace)

The Confederacy Council has made International Treaties in matters
relating to murder, rape and theft, where any of our people are proven

quilty

All other criminal and civil matters fall in the jurisdiction and
responsibility of the Confederacy Chiefs, as agreed to and confirmed by
the Two Row Wampum




PRINCIPLES OF THE GREAT LAW

1. The first principle that we must follow is that the Great Law was established to
promote the ideas of Peace, Power and Righteousness amongst our people. So
therefore any agreements we create must also be acceptable to all of our

people so as not to cause discord.

[

The second principle that we must follow is that when the Great Law was
established we abolished our weapons of war and replaced those weapons with
the power of the Good Mind. So, therefore in our deliberations we must insist
that the people come in good faith to talk and negotiate an acceptable solution to
our problems, and not come with a vision as to why we should once again pick
up our weapons as a way of solving our differences.

3. The third principle we must follow is the principle established in the sacred circle
of 50 Chiefs. The sacred circle means that all 50 Chiefs have now joined hands to
form a large and lasting circle whereby all laws, customs, traditions, language
and beliefs of the people are contained. There is a tremendous responsibility for
each and every Chief to see that this circle is kept intact so as to protect the
interests of our culture and its Constitution.

4, The fourth principle we must follow is that we are a Nation and all of our
agreements with the Crown and other governments have been as allies and
fiiends. We cannpot create any new agreements that will leave our people
subject to the laws of another Nation.

In conclusion, what we are saying is that we are prepared to work with anyone who is

seriously seeking to re-establish a Hodenosaunee Community that is based on the our -

four guiding principles.



POSITION PAPER ON SELF GOVERNMENT
* FROM THE HODENOSAUNEE
AT GRAND RIVER -
WOODLAND CULTURE CENTRE
FEBUARY 2,3 1991 -

With the passage of the British North American Act of 1887,

the British Crown delegated +o +the Dominion of Canada the

authority to legislate laws for Indians and lands reserved for
Indizns. This delegation cf oowers from the Crown +to the

Dominion Government of Canada, tnok plazece withocut the consent of

the Six Nations Confederacy who at the time, and up to this day

maintain that we are allies to the Crown and not subjects to the

Crown.

In 1289 this power to legislate laws for Indians and lands

reservaed for Indians manifest=d iitself in what was callsd the

Indian Advancement Act. The cverall intent of this Act was not

to promote an autonomous self ruling Race of People in Canada

kncwn as Indians, but +to produce & group of second class

citizens, that the Government hoped would eventually be abscrbed
into the social fabric of what iz now Canada.

In 1870 the Confederacy met wit representatives of 21

‘different Nations at the Council House in Ohswekén, to discuss

the possible acceptance of the Indian Advancemen:t Act. At that
time, the overwhelming majority of the representatives present
concluded that the Indian Advancement Act was of no benefit to
our people and was totally rejected. That was the position of
the Confederacy then and that is the rosition of the Confederacy
at Grand River now. We formally accept no part of the Indian Act

1



‘or versions of the Indian Act.
Throughout the years this Act has regulated all aspects of
Indian life in Canada and has been the root cause of many serious

economic and social problems our people have been fcrced to live

with.

From time to time the Government of Canada has proposed
changes to the Indian Act. Changes that they insist would be
beneficial to all Indians. However, these changses of making us
full Canadian Citizsns would only be beneficial to the Canadian
(Government.

The White Paper Policy of 1963 was a -prime exemple of the

Governments &sttempt at disguising the same assimilation ideas

-+

that were the spirit and intent of the wvery Ifirst Indian
Advancement Act. But as we know the White Papers Policy was
rejected by all of Indian Canada. Ironically, the White Paper
Policy had the opposite effect. It united the Indians éf Canada
for the first .time .and-.. gave birth to:. the _Netional Indian
Organization Movement.

From the Natiornal Indian Organization Movement emerged the
ideas of self rule, --self determination, lorcal control and
sovereign nations, which led +to the struggle of all Indians in
Canada to define the guestion of Aboriginal Rights.

It is within this context that we feel (Canada has again
devised a plan cealled “Self Government” +that weculd not only
appease the appetite for self rule and local contrel, but would

at the same time complete their goals as first stated in the



Indian Advancement Act.of 1869. That is to assimilate our people
intc the Canadian social fabric and at the same time extinguish
our rights as outlined .in the many historical treaties we now

kave and from which we still receive many benefits.
The currant double +thrust Government policy of “Self

svernment” and "Devolution” are nothing new to us. They are the

szme principles we seen 1in 1889 &and in 1S569. They may be

different and scund exciting to some, but to us they are nothing

mecre than a wolf in  sheeps clothing, and that wes ses2 as

Cangsrous.
We refer to these policies as sheeps clothing because it
low for some of our pecple in their cemmunities, o borrow
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Therefore we as the Confederacy at 3ix Naticns have adopted
the following position on Self Government.

The Six Naticns Confederacy was founded many generations ago
here in North Amsrica by‘the Peacemaker to establish a government
that would wunite the Five Nations and that would be based on the
principles of Peace, Power and Righteousness. This Government

and it’s guiding principles manifest itself in what is known as

the Great Law.
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Thrcughouf histery the cheat Law has provided cur rpeople-
with strength and leadershlp through times of conflict and peace.

The Great Law has also had a significant role to play_in the
develcpment of the United States of America as many of the
principles and symbcls of America were borrowed by the founding
fathers to develop the Constitution of -the finited States.
Throughout ocur history, we, Six Nations have with <the arrival of
the immigrant nations to North America, have entered into nation

to nation agrsements with +the Dutch, French, English and later

the Unitad States.

The guiding rrinciples in thesz nation to nation agreements
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were laid out first in the Friendship Treaty, an:

.

elts. . Tc +this day we the Chiefz cf the

L

Fow Wampum Treaty

cy are bournd in cur rule as chiefs &c &abide by the

Conf
principles of +the Great Law, Fr ndah¢p Tr=aty and the Two Row
Wampum. To do octherwise would be equal =tz wvisolating the

Constitution ¢f bne s cwn country.

the Grest Law and the Council of

Fh

With the estzblishment o
Chiefs, cur ancestors created a firm foundation frcm which they
built a beautiful Longhouse that has endured many storms and has
provided both strensth and comfort for many generations past and
hepefully many sgenesrzticns yet to come.

Frcm time to +time it has become necessary to include
additional rafters to cur house as the needs of ocur people become

greater and greater.

The Friendship Treaty and the Two HRow Wampum are two



examples of how our  house “hag expanded by adding additional

rafters. But to ensure that our house remains strong and not

.

crumble we must take great care to ensure that eack rafter is as

strong 2s the last one.

Now today, the difficulties in our communities tc come to

sne mind and the pressure from Canada to come up with a model of

alf zcvernment, our reople are again seeking refuge from the

0}

+srm, in the house our ancestors built so many generations ago.
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And so it aprears imminent that new rafters will be needsd to

zcceommodate the expanding needs of cur communities.

We know

miist be prudent, for what is done tomorrow will sureiy aifect the

coming faces.

We the Chiefs of the Confederzcy understand the politics cif
todav and we are prepared to work with our people in all our

communities tc crafi these additicnal rafters. But in return we

must azk that the Pedéple be also prepared td work witH s, -1 =U

)

In crder to craft these new rafters to our house, it is
necessary to first maske everyone aware of a s=2t of principles
+that must guide our work:

L

1. The first principle that we must follow is that the Great
Law was established to promote the ideas of Peace, Power and
Righteousness amongst our people. So therefore any agreements we
create must alsc be acceptable to all of our'people so a8 not to
cause discord.

2. The second principles that we must follow is that when the

that time is short, and the needs are great. but we
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_féreat Lsw wa=s established we ‘abolished ‘our wsspons of war and

;aplaced those wesapons with the rpower of the fGood Mind. Sc
therefore in our.déliberafion we must 1insist thaﬁ the pecéle come
in good faith te talk and negotiate an acceptabis solution to our
procblems, and nst come with a vision as  to why we should once
gain pick up cur weapons as a way of sélving our differences.
T™ha third principle we must folleow iz the principle
+ablished in the szacred circle of 5C Chiefs. The sacred circle
i all 50 Chiefs have now Jjoinsd hands +c form a largs
circle whereby all the laws, custcms, traditions,
language and beliefs of the pecple are containsd. There is a

rremendcus respensibility for =2zcn and every chief

s =zpt intact so &5 to protect the interests of cur
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concluded must reflect and promete all the interests of the
nadenosause pecrle.
4. The fourth orinciple we must follow is thaz w2 are a nation,
zngd all of cur agre=ments with the Crown and cther governments
have bween as zlijies &and <£friends. We cannot create any new
agreements that will leave our people subject tc laws of another
nation.

In conclusion what we are saying is that w2 are prepared to
work with anyone who 1is seriously seeking to re-establish a
Hodenosaunee Community that is based on and accordance with our 4
guiding principles.

If there 1s anyone in this recom who is under +the impression



“that thigry¢¢ﬁfedgracgwis pfé£§55 ufadcéﬁp:a‘mefu‘tréné}?iqh of

—ower from thetBand Council to thékbonfaderacy Council, ﬁn&er the

=

~erms of Canadian Law, then there is a =erious misunderstandirg
=% what +the Confederacy Council sees ag its role in the

Talationship to the Government of Canada.

And so if there are some misunderstandings we must now begin

<+re dialogue necassary to clear up any misconcegptions.



we are 211 of one mind about several things:

We agree that we must put our minds together for the sake
of the coming taces: for ocur children and the Eenerations

to come.

We agree .that we are stronger as one people, united, than

as many small - communities, scattered -and separate.

We agree that the source of our rights and our tfuest
protection lies in the Great Law of Peace that was given to

us, and which binds us together.

We agree that the Band Councils created by Canada under the
Indian Act are not our natural form ef gavernment. We agree
that the Indian Act is not the basis ef eur relations with

the Crown or with Canada.

We agree that the settler governments are net geing te go
away, and that we need te clarify eur relatiens with Canada
for +the future. We agree that eur past treaties sheuld ferm
the basis ef these future relatiens.

We agree that esur relatiens with Canada weuld be best based
en Canada's recegnition ef our rights as ene peeple.

We agree that eur best pretectien. as symbelized by the Twe
Row Wampum, is fer our allies te remain clese te us, but te
keep a constant and respectful distance, to keep their big
feet eut of eur fragile canee.

We agree that we need te preserve and pretect eur languages
and culture fer future generatiens. We agree that we can de
this mere effectively tegether than separately.

We agree that these are treubled and treubling times, and
many f us have suffered hurts and grievances. We all lesk
te the ideals ef +the Cenfederacy, ef the Great Peace and
the GOreat Law and the Ceed Mind, te bring us tegether
again, in strength.

Some ef us ask: "Whe will pretect us?". @thers ask: "How
can we pretect ourselves?”

Most of us can see the shining dream that the Great Law of
Peace has given us, the picture ef hew things should be.

It is time te turn frem these agreements te practical.
henest . wavs ef moving frem where we are teday te where ve
want te be.



There should be specific groups created to prepare
practical reports on three issues. They are the most
important issues that face us, and we should not try to do

too much at once.

1. Internal Relations _and Governnent: How do we move from
Band Councils under the Indian Act to Haudenosaunee
governments under the Great Law?

This committee <can examine the questions of how each
community would be represented in a functioning
Confederacy government; which issues are properly the
jurisdiection of the Confederacy Council, which issues
are matters for the Confederacy Council to set the
principles and community governments to implement, and
which issues are matters internal to each community;
how the dav-to-day administration of the laws and the
provision of services to the people should be carried

out.

9. External Relations: What are our proper relations with
Canada and its provinces, and how can we achieve those
relations as one people united?

In particular, how can wWe create a relationship with
Canada whiech would recognize and implement our rights
without suggesting that Canada's law govern our

internal affairs? How can we ensure that our past
relations with the Crown are properly recognized, and
that our . Jjust land and other claims are fairly dealt

with?

3. Education, Language and Culture: In which ways can our
communities work together to set up the cultural and..
educational svystems that will ensure that we continue
to survive as Haudenosaunee?

These reports can be prepared by March 15, and sent to the
traditional and elected gocvernments of each community---
including the ones not represented here today~---and other
interested people. Two weeks after that, we can meet again
to discuss the reports.

The. reports should contain two separate sections: the first
should be a set of basic . principles that can be. accepted or
rejected; the second should be a series of practical steps
that can be taken to implement the principles.



